WE Newsletter August 2021
If you are receiving this newsletter by email, then you might have had a packet
of wildflower seed! Thank you! This is our first newsletter, with a round up of what
WE’ve been up to and what WE are planning. We’d love to hear from you:
hwcb@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
WE are launching High Wycombe’s first
Repair Café: Sat 14th August, 10am-1pm,
High Wycombe Parish Church - All Saints.
Repair Cafés invite local residents to bring their
everyday items that don’t work, to be repaired, thus
preventing new items being bought and throwing
away items unnecessarily. It is staffed by insured
volunteers, and there is no charge for the repairs
undertaken but any new parts used will need to be
supplied and paid for by the owner of the item.
WE are hoping to establish a monthly repair café –
the second Saturday of the month. Marlow has one
running on the first Saturday of the month,
https://transitionmarlow.org/home/repaircafe/
and Hazlemere is hoping to establish one as well, on
the third Saturday. What will happen on the fourth
Saturday? Well, WE are hoping to get another one
going, perhaps towards the east of High Wycombe,
but let’s get the one in the town centre up and
running first!
Please come along if you have something that
needs repairing, and WE’ll see what WE can do! If
you would like to be on the repair team, please
send an email at hwcb@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Solar Streets
Now could just be the time for you to put solar
panels on your house! Solar Streets offers solar
installations at about 25% less than others in the
market, saving about 1 tonne of carbon a year, and
contributing to community energy schemes.
It is a partnership between the installer Iddea (that
has a depot in High Wycombe) and the Green
Group. Thanks to WE, Solar Streets is now launched
in High Wycombe:
https://solarstreets.co.uk/wycombe

The first installation has already
been made. The High Wycombe
Community Board would encourage
and support local householders in
accessing schemes, like those on offer
from The Green Group/IDDEA, that create
bulk discount benefits. Similar projects have
been well-supported in Frome, Henley, Thame,
Marlow and St Albans.
High Wycombe Community Board
supports initiatives such as Solar Streets as a way to
promote solar power and renewables to
Wycombe residents.
For further information about renewable energy
schemes and alternative providers please visit the
Energy Saving Trust or Simple Energy Advice
websites for Government endorsed advice. Please
note that arrangements are with companies and
householders directly. Buckinghamshire Council
does not endorse any specific commercial
product or service mentioned or advised on by
any private company.
Bee Squared
In May this year WE distributed 3,500 tiny packets
of seed across the town. Why? To increase the
patches of wildflowers across town to help
pollinating insects, as well as raising awareness.
You might be thinking this is a bit of a gimmick –
but not a bit. It turns out that most of the bees we
see are ‘solitary’ bees – they need frequent, but
small, ‘refuelling’ stops to feed on nectar and
pollen as, unlike honey bees, they don’t have
food ‘back at the hive’. And there are many
other pollinating insects too. So if our seed packs
led to some localised ‘pollinator corridors’
resulting from this, so much the better.

As WE only formed in March, there was little time to
catch the season… but with plenty of enthusiasm,
we thought we would be lucky to manage to
distribute half of the wildflower seed purchased but
that any left-over seed could be used next year. We
handed out the seed at two market stalls….

As it turned out, the project exceeded our
expectations and nearly all of the seed was
distributed by the end of May 2021 - prime
sowing time. Hazlemere also ran the Bee
Squared project, delivering seed to every
resident in the Parish. We’d like to build on this
year’s success and are already planning what
we might do better next year. If you’d like to join
in, drop us an email to
hwbc@buckinghamshire.gov.uk.

And who, or what, is WE?
WE is a volunteer group, energised trying to make
a difference in High Wycombe with regard to
climate change and environment. Our mantra is
to do what we can, when we can, with whatever
time is available to us - but to do something.
It is the weekly meeting of Buckinghamshire
Council High Wycombe Community Board’s
Action Group on Environment and Climate
Change. By meeting each week we build
momentum, (but not everyone comes every
week!) The meetings are at 6.30, and strictly aim
to last 45m (1 hour max), focused on having fun
while we work out how to take action to boost
biodiversity and cut carbon.
as well as at 27 ‘collection stations’ around the
town. These were places – advertised on social
media – where people could pick up seed, local to
them, to sow in their gardens. Some community
groups also distributed seed, and 12 local schools,
both primary and secondary, also joined in.

Please get in touch:
hwcb@buckinghamshire.gov.uk.
We also have a website, which is ‘in
development’(!)
https://climateactionnow.uk/groups/wycombe/

In our next newsletter we will give an update on our projects.
If anyone reading this newsletter would care to join Wycombe Environment, you
will be warmly welcomed. Please contact
hwcb@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

